vi         A SYNTHETIC VIEW OF VEDlNTA

immanent method of criticism or the synoptic method as
opposed to that of siddhania and it is inspired by the Vedic
or Hindu view of life enshrined in the Veda ( Sat is one, seers
call It differently' and the Gztd ( Whoso seeks me in any
form, in that form I reveal myself to him.9
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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION

THE studies contained in this book are largely a collection
of articles written for the Vedanta Kesari at different times.
They are now dedicated in grateful memory to the spiritual
comrades of my boyhood (1895-1904) who shaped my
thoughts and ideals and have left an indelible impression on
my mind. That period witnessed a tidal wave of spiritual
fervour in Madras and bliss was it to be alive in those days.
It was the time when the message of Swami Vivekananda
had a triumphant progress both in the East and in the West
and awakened the Vedantic consciousness in the mind of the